The Holy Spirit

A personal compilation of His characteristics and aspects

When the Counsellor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me. (John 15:26)
Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. (2 Corinthians 3:17-18)

Three persons of the Trinity: 

Father-Initiator; Son-Mediator; Holy Spirit-Operator (involved in creation Genesis 1:2)

The Spirit is:

Personal:
And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counsellor to be with you forever-the Spirit of

truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him,


for he lives with you and will be in you. (John 14:16-17)
Divine:
(as above 2 Corinthians 3:18)
Holy:
Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have

received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honour God with

your body. (1 Corinthians 6:19-20) 

Dynamic:
Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house 


where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest


on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as


the Spirit enabled them. (Acts 2:2-4)
The promise of the Spirit is an important part of the prophetic teaching of the Old Testament: (Jeremiah 31:31-34, Ezekiel 36:26-8, Joel 2:28-32)
(In the Old Testament the Spirit came in selected people)

The coming of the Spirit (Acts 2:1-16) was with much power and was immediately followed with the preaching of the Gospel (Acts 4:18ff). There can be no claim for the presence of the Spirit without that proclamation.

The work of the Spirit in us:

Revelation:
When he comes, He will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and

judgment: in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; in regard to righteousness, because

I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; and in regard to judgment, because the

prince of this world now stands condemned. (John 16:8-11)


(n.b. He reveals truth to us not by intellect)
Regeneration: "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again." "I tell you the

truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives

birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to Spirit.” (John 3:3, 5-6)
Reformation: 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 


gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. (Galatians 5:22-23)
The work of the Spirit through us:

Seek Christ:
In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray


for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. And he who

searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints

in accordance with God's will. (Romans 8:26-27)
Serve Christ:
There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but


the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in

all men. Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 


(1 Corinthians 12:4-7)

Share Christ:
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: ‘Rulers and elders of the people!..(Acts 4:8ff)

Without the Spirit Christian activity becomes a form of dry legalism. With Him we are given the power and the strength to be the people God wishes us to be, and do the work God wishes us to do. He changes our lifestyle, our prayer, our evangelism and our service. But we work with Him, as He transforms us to be Christ-like.

The Spirit is a translation of two words ruah - the experience of awesome power, pneuma - the Spirit of God. 

There is a connection between the ministry of the Spirit and the glorification of Jesus: 

But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counsellor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. (John 16:7)
The presence of the Spirit is part of a common grace to all people, working in hearts and minds in God’s world, yet He works specifically within God’s people unable to make us like Christ until He has brought us to Christ.

Is every believer “baptised in the Spirit?” Does it happen automatically at regeneration or can it be separate and distinct from the initial conversion experience? 

(Matthew 3:11, Mark 1:8, Luke 3:16, John 1:33, Acts 1:5, 11:16, 1 Corinthians 12:13) 


Every believer has the Spirit: In any case every Christian has the Holy Spirit ‘You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.’ (Romans 8:9) 
We need not despair that we shall ever succeed in becoming Christ-like, nor is our sanctification entirely God’s responsibility. The truth is in between, we become Christ-like by the inward power of the Holy Spirit, but are called to wrestle, fight and pray. All Christians are called to be ‘filled with the Spirit’. (Ephesians 5:18b)
Hindrances to being filled with the Spirit, being controlled by the Spirit:
Confusion, lack of personal commitment, complacency, un-confessed sin, unbelief, fears.

There are 4 sets of Spiritual gifts in the Bible: (1 Corinthians 12, Romans 12:3-8, Ephesians 4:7-12, 1 Peter 4:10f) Spiritual Gifts extend the church’s witness and ministry and extend the church’s fellowship

1)  Prophecy: The Christian Prophet is an organ of divine revelation, as set out in 1 Corinthians 14, involved in proclamation and prediction. The Church needs the prophetic gifts of publicly proclaiming God’s word, within the framework of the Bible.

2)  Healing: The Bible has examples of supernatural healing, which can’t be denied, at times when God was most active. Healing is associated with the revelation of the character of God. Must understand suffering in the light of seeing in what situations God heals.

3)  Tongues: They seem to be speaking in human languages (Acts 2:1-13) as tongues of angels (1 Corinthians 13:1) Probably one gift. Should be orderly, more for private use, and earnestly desiring of higher gifts. 

Are the gifts only foundation gifts?  Love never fails/ends. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. (1 Corinthians 13:8)
________________________________________

The Spirit is mysterious, described as a wind 87 times in Old Testament; not known where from or where going.

The Spirit enabled the building of the tabernacle. (New Testament lists of Spiritual gifts are not complete.)

The Spirit is the ultimate origin of all mental and spiritual gifts.

The reception of the new Spirit depends on repentance and is associated with the creation of a new heart.

The Spirit revitalised His chosen people, empowered the Messiah, and is lavishly poured out on all humankind.

The Spirit anointed Jesus at his baptism and led him into the wilderness for temptation.

The Spirit’s ministry: freeing, bringing vitality and life to the saved, crushing, condemning and destroying the unsaved. 

The Spirit demonstrates error; reference sin, righteousness and judgement; strips away excuses and pronounces verdict.

The Spirit comes alongside and helps. He is in and with the believer an ever-present resource.

The Spirit teaches us to know and respond to Jesus daily giving us an inner peace independent of our circumstances.

The Spirit is our unbreakable link of our living relationship with the Lord.

The Spirit demands us to recognise the source of our talent as from God and dedicate it to His glory.

The Spirit knows and understands, acts and chooses, loves, teaches, intercedes, convicts, bears witness and guides. 

The Spirit is the Source of our Spiritual vitality/joy, helps us understand Jesus teachings, guides/assists in prayer.

The Spirit infuses us with the same power, which raised Jesus from the dead, enabling us to lead holy lives.

The Spirit baptises, seals, fills and distributes spiritual gifts, producing fruit.

The Spirit frees us from the crushing demands of our sinful nature, enabling us to love one another
________________________________________________

1 Corinthians 12:7-12 - Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.

Romans 12:6-8 - We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.

Ephesians 4: 11-13 - It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

1 Peter 4: 8-11 - Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.
_______________________________________________

J. B. Philips: “Every time we say, ‘I believe in the Holy Spirit,’ we mean that we believe in a living God able and willing to enter human personality and change it.”
