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(earlier part of address left out)
The Christian religion has from the foundation of the College infused this place; its incense sweetens the air; its mortar has secured the brickwork. From it, frankly we have class. Yet the essence of that religion, of that class, is humility. Personal achievement is properly related to the life of the College, seen in long perspective. Benefaction, in whatever form, is traditionally evaluated and understood by reference to the example of Christ, and its worth perceived in relation to his all-sufficient merit. To say that is to claim, as I robustly claim, in the name of Lady Margaret, John Fisher and our other benefactors, known and unknown, that their lives, their deaths, their memory, their souls are, by our action today, as well as by our dedication to the College, incorporated into Christ’s death and thus into his resurrection. It is just this that the College in its foundation, in its continuance and in its success is privileged to accomplish for them, for us and for future generations. Here, precisely here in this insight, is a massive unity of purpose, securely founded.

The qualities of humility, of faith and of thankfulness are succinctly, satisfactorily and even physically expressed in the words of Psalm 145 and of our grace:


The eyes of all look to you in hope, and you give them their food in due season.


You open wide your hand and fill all things living with your bounteous gift.

The eyes of all; the eyes of our Foundress, the eyes of John Fisher, the eyes of all our benefactors down the centuries. And our eyes now, today. In this sense we are one with these our benefactors in the communion of the saints and its miraculous little exemplar, the College of St John the Evangelist in the University of Cambridge.
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