Christianity is…

(My list of suggestions as to what Christianity means in practice.)

1. Not being self-centred, but Christ centred, and therefore primarily being concerned for others – other-centred.

2. Persisting in loving and forgiving another the same, whatever they may think, say, or do (and oneself).

3. Focussing primarily on eternity, then ‘the here and now’, with the occasional glance at the past and the future.

4. Continuing to be vulnerable, open, sharing, and invitational, to other people, – walking as Jesus did.

5. Being willing (but not keen) to suffer to whatever degree, prepared to withstand any suffering that comes along.

6. Living a balanced life of work, rest, leisure, and worship, aiming to keep heart, mind, and spirit synchronised.

7. Not being busy, living the attitude of having all the time in the world for people, fully able to listen to them.

8. Being hospitable, and caring, interested in meeting the practical needs of others, and in them personally.

9. Keeping in touch with people from all periods and areas of one’s life, seeking different perspectives.

10. Not judging oneself, others, or the world, by how things are, rather being visionary as to how things might be.

11. Being an active listener very interested in people, engaging, and connecting, with them at a deeper level. 

12. Having a wide range of friends and interests; attending to the mental, physical, emotional, and spiritual sides.

13. Keeping abreast of news and current affairs, gaining knowledge of and forming opinions on topical subjects.

14. Being positive about people, (for example by trusting until let down), while being honest about their weaknesses.

15. Steadily extending all aspects of one’s Christian living, with no wish to stand still in any area, (except for rest).
16. Always being willing and prepared to have an answer for what one believes, to share oneself and one’s faith.

17. Not bearing grudges, and always being willing to go to someone with whom one has a problem (be reconciled).

18. Having a Christ-like sense of what is most important not blurred by trivia, worldly attitudes, or peer pressure.

19. Appropriate intimacy, (sex of the heart: the prod and the cuddle), accountability flowing from mutual love.
20. Being willing appropriately to love, accept, rebuke, and correct; letting others behave likewise towards you.

Christianity is fundamentally:



A:  ‘Social engagement with an underlying doctrinal faith’.




B:  ‘The fragrance of life linked to the stench of death’.
(Of Christ crucified)



C:  ‘Faith that bridges the gap between principle and formula’.
Above all Christianity is:
‘Knowing that you are a failure…. but a redeemed one!’
